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Educational Philosophy

I have been teaching in one capacity or another for most of my life. Over the last several years as a professor, several principles have come to the forefront as foundational to my life as a teacher. These five principles are evident throughout my syllabi and throughout every class that I teach. These are not simply words but the foundation on which I build every assignment and every lesson and which I hold onto myself as a life-long learner.

To learn you have to do
Although I can and do lecture as necessary, I am a strong believer in getting students engaged, and to do that I use a variety of strategies to try to reach every type of learner in my classroom. Mixing explanations, visual aids, small group activities, class discussion, and student led instruction I strive to get each student involved and make learning enjoyable as well as effective. To this end I have employed activities such as a citation relay races, student created wiki pages, MLA Jeopardy quizzes, interactive poem annotation, Twitter summaries, and Ice Cream article evaluation to name a few of my favorites. I love presenting information in new and creative ways and finding the best way for students to practice the skills they have read about or that we have talked about. I strongly believe that students who engage retain the information better and have an easier time applying that knowledge outside of the classroom, setting them up to be lifelong learners.

Pursue the why’s and the how’s
These two words can be heard daily in my classroom. I push my students to move beyond simply thinking and stating what happened or what they think to why it happened or why they think it and how it relates to a larger context, whether it is their thesis statement, their personal beliefs, or the world at large. Accepting a claim, fact, or statement at face value is boring at best and dangerous at worst. Asking questions is one of the bases of learning. Thinking critically is a skill that must be developed, especially in the world of information overload in which we live. Encouraging students to stretch their minds and think outside of the perspectives they are comfortable with allows them to grow academically and personally and pushes me to stretch beyond my comfort zone as well.

Communication is key
If there is one thing I tell my students to take away from my syllabus, it is that they need to communicate. A lack of communication in any situation leads to misunderstandings, missed opportunities, and mistakes. In my teaching and professional life I believe that open lines of dialogue will lead to better working relationships and better results. I am always open to listening to what my students have to say as individuals and as a class. I also do my best to be up front with my students to ensure that they understand what my expectations are. Conversations in class or in one-on-one meetings as well as course reviews have led me to make changes in my syllabus and my teaching to better serve the university and the students. I love having discussions with colleagues and gathering their insight, ideas, and recommendations. Communication allows everyone to gain a broader perspective.

Everyone’s perspective deserves consideration
We all come from different life experiences. Conversation and debate lead to better ideas and to a larger sharing of knowledge. No matter how hard we try to be objective or give “just the facts” we will be biased by our beliefs, our prior experiences, our families, and our education. Ignoring this fact can lead to larger problems; embracing it can reveal a world of possibilities. While this does not mean that every opinion is accurate or that there aren’t times to pursue objectivity, it does mean that acknowledging our different opinions can allow new ideas and perspectives into our lives. Dismissing a different view simply because it is different closes the mind and stagnates the brain. I encourage my students to look at things through a variety of lenses. I endeavor to make my classroom a place of openness and respect where students can debate and disagree without fear of ridicule or disregard of their opinion. I encourage them to do the same in their essays, telling them that whether they are analyzing a short story or writing about a social issue, their perspective is important and worth pursuing.

Believe passionately
While I believe that it is important to question, to communicate, to listen, to explore, I also believe that there comes a time when each person must take a stand in what they believe. Pursue new ideas, research and study, but don’t simply change who you are or what you believe because of a compelling argument. Consider things carefully and make up your own mind. Listening to other’s opinions doesn’t mean you must agree with them. Be open to change but know what is important to you and believe that passionately and joyfully.

Research Interests

My interests in research flow out of my teaching philosophy and my personal academic journey. With a background in English and teaching freshman composition classes, I am particularly interested in Information Literacy and Library Instruction development. Students are used to navigating an overwhelming amount of information and are usually fairly good at sifting through it. However, they often lack the skills to transfer that knowledge to their research pursuits in college. Examining what works and how best to provide the Knowledge Transfer students need to succeed throughout their academic and professional careers is something that intrigues and excites me.

I also am interested in pursuing and studying how teaching and library faculty can collaborate more effectively in order to better serve students and reach institutional and national goals for information literacy. I strongly believe that information literacy must be an integral part of all college instruction and the best way for this to happen is for faculty to cooperate and collaborate. Exciting things can happen when communication lines are opened and I would love to research ways that this can be or has been done effectively.

My final area of research interest grows out of my personal fascination with technology and social media. I have used social media to varying success within the classroom and am continually intrigued by the way other professors and librarians use technology or social media to connect to students, further IL skills, or enhance instruction.
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